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world, for instance, the logics of cause and effect, 





















perceive the causes and effects of climate change, 
as well as how climate change is affecting the 
choices they make in response to these perceived 
changes. Since 2009, Rebecca Bria has carried 














field school at Hualcayán. PIARA provides 
instruction in archaeological field methods while 
engaging students as participants in research on 





are defined, by both the professor and the stu-
dent, and are thus rich contexts for exploring how 
to incorporate ethnographic perspectives into 










OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE FOURTEEN : SUMMER 2019 / FEATURE 13



























































and their distinct definitions of who or what (e.g., 
mountains) can act (Marciniak and Yalman 2013; 
Politis 2015).
Researching and Teaching Climate Change  
and Archaeology in Peru
The Andean Highlands is an extreme, vertical 
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between communities or within different sectors 

























peak called Huascarán in the Cordillera Blanca, 



















which flourished between A.D. 1 and 800. In 
particular, he notes that many Recuay polities 







protect from some of these fluctuations if short-
lived, the dramatically plunging temperatures 





















cal field school at Hualcayán have the opportunity 
to experience the Cordillera landscape for them-
selves and imagine how climate shifts would have 
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according to different chains of cause and effect. 
Following from this, we should also not expect 




effective way to open students to how and why 
people may have chosen distinct paths in the face 
of a changing climate, strengthening their ability 
to link anthropological and scientific concepts. 
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predict significant changes affecting water avail-
ability, ecosystems, and rural livelihoods, as well 
as an increase in risks of natural disasters, such 
as avalanches and glacial lake outburst floods 
(GLOFs), which are floods that occur when a 
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The Different Causes Attributed to Climate Change
Although many rural communities have access to 
the media (radio, TV, or sometimes the internet), 
its influence on their comprehension of climate 





















fires—the burning of garbage and toxic materials.
Another cause derives from traditional myths. 
In Andean thought, where space and time are 
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modern ways of life (traffic, industries, pesticides, 
etc.) are incriminated for contaminating the air, 
which in turn affects and poisons the glaciers. 
Mines and metal extraction are also implicated. 
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Challenging Assumptions: Bridging Archaeologies  
and Ethnographies of Climate Change
The resignation to fate that Indigenous people 
in the Cordillera Blanca express reflects the 
concept of pachakuti. Pachakuti is both a 
modern and an ancient concept, documented 
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supply flies in the face of theories that assume 
ancient social actors are perpetually self-inter-
ested agents who will always work to maximize 





of water has—for the moment—provided a buffer 
from some of the climate extremes that others 
in Peru are experiencing, especially those living 
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difficult to ignore how both economic demands 
and greater agricultural uncertainty due to 
climate change are together influencing these 
shifts in practice: the recent difficulties in 
agricultural production are a common topic of 
conversation, as people are not only concerned 









company arrived at the rural village of Hualcayán 
to convince local people to grow sugar snap and 
snow peas in the first place is due, quite plainly, 




























sistant crops is purely for economic benefit).
Conclusion: Interdisciplinary Perspectives in the  
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outside actors, who interfere with nature: Huascarán National Park, established in the area in 1975, 
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